State of the Parish Report

Church of the Resurrection


Burtonsville, Maryland

September 22-23, 2007

Good afternoon/morning.

My name is Peter Fagan.  As President of the Church of the Resurrection Pastoral Council it is my responsibility but also my honor to speak with you about what has become the annual the state of the parish report.  

How are we doing as a parish?  Compared to what?  I suggest we use as a standard the words of the prophet Micah spoke to the people of Israel, 
“This is what God asks of you: only this –


To act justly


To love tenderly


And to walk humbly with your God” (6:8)
Using Micah’s words as a guide, I’d like to hold up a large mirror before you, trying to describe for you the parish life that is around us.  As a member of the Pastoral Council I have been privileged to hear reports of the life activities of the parish.  As a member of the parish with my wife – Gail Lambers –since mid 1980’s – we have seen the parish children grow and parishioners journey through the cycles of their lives and deaths.  It is with this perspective that I hold up the mirror.
To act justly:  
Acting justly is responding to the words Jesus spoke when he identified himself with the poor, the disenfranchised and the marginalized society and said that we will be judged by how we treat him in these persons and groups. (Mt26:31-46)  Like leaven in the bread of Resurrection parish, Sr. Rita, our Social Justice/Outreach Director, has helped us to respond to Jesus’ words by fostering among us in so many quiet, gentle ways the realization that actions of social justice are a central part of living our Catholic Christian faith. 
Some of us provide direct services to the poor.  Among such committees are:
C-4 Clothes Closet
Habitat for Humanity

Health Awareness (Blood Pressure Screening & Flu Vaccination)

Holiday Baskets for Thanksgiving and Christmas

Shepherd's Table

Eastern Montgomery County Emergency Assistance Mininstry

Others of us are involved in committees and organizations that address social justice causes in a systemic or structural way.  Among these are:

AIM - Action In Montgomery

Haiti Parish Twinning Committee
Gospel of Life Committee
Legislative Network and Justice & Advocacy
Pax Christi of Montgomery County

Some of us have taken the opportunity to deepen our understanding of the centrality of social justice to our faith by a committing to the several month JUSTFaith experience.
The newest initiative is the Integrity of Creation Committee.  It is a group of parish members who have made the connection between Gospel values and striving to ensure a sustainable environment.  We look forward to hearing from them how we can increase our respect for creation and how to leave as little a footprint as possible on mother earth.  By the way, our paper re-cycling project, initiated by this committee, has had a fantastic response meeting a fill rate in 2 weeks what was permitted for 3 months.

There are about 130 people who are involved in social justice ministry on a regular basis in our Parish Community.  In the Riderwood/Resurrection Catholic Community that numbers in total about 800, about 1 of every 7 able persons is involved in a ministry.  A remarkable example!
What about those of us who are not involved in any ministry in the parish?  I believe that for many our ministry is living out our Christian vocation in the secular marketplace.  It is there that many of us – perhaps most of us – strive to “act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly before their God”.  All the more important then, when the contact with the worshipping community occurs at Mass on Sunday, that the liturgy be spiritually nourishing and that the Word of God both comforts the afflicted and afflicts the comfortable. 

Roman Catholic liturgy should be a spiritual and a sensual experience for the worshipping community.  Spiritual in the sense that we become more aware of the presence of God in our lives; sensual with the sights, sounds, smells (incense) that help our hearts to pray together. We thank FR. KEFFER, the Liturgy Committee, the lectors, servers, Eucharistic ministers, greeters and ushers.  But we especially thank the 120 members of the several choirs – adult, youth women’s and handbell for making our Liturgies aesthetic and soul-filled.  For the “thousand voices” of the Resurrection choirs and communities that rise in song every Sunday both here and at Riderwood, we are very indebted to our Music Director, ANNICK KANTER-SAINT HUBERT, assisted, of course, by our talented organist, RICHARD FITZGERALD.   We look forward to your annual Christmas concert – Decemember 16th.  We also thank the organist at the 7:30 Mass, Mary Lou Falconelli, for her 25 years of steady service.
To love tenderly:  
Loving tenderly as a parish means many things to be sure.  But it must always begin with welcoming strangers into our parish life and works.  
We come from about 40 different countries including most of the Central and South American countries, from countries such as Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Liberia, Chad, India, Bangladesh, China, Korea, and Vietnam.  
On a personal note, one of the deep satisfactions I get at Mass here on Sundays is watching the people return from Communion. What a wonderfully diverse group we are.  We are truly a (small c) catholic parish as well as a large c Catholic parish.  We are a microcosm of the global church with all variety of cultures. 

Are we a welcoming parish?  Since the beginning of 2007, we have added 183 new families to our parish. Recent polling by our Pastoral Council suggests that new members do feel welcomed. But only the new members themselves, especially those for whom life’s transitions are difficult, can really let us know about their welcome to Resurrection and the hopes they have as new members of parish.
One of the initiatives of welcoming in our parish occurs at Riderwood. The  Riderwood/Resurrection Catholic Community have been hosting quarterly "Catholic Open House(s) in the 5 community buildings.  Linda Carey, the Pastoral Associate at Riderwood, reports that they have been huge successes and the numbers have been growing with each successive Open House.  The latest one hosted over 70 persons. 
In addition to being welcoming, a parish community that is striving to be marked by a tender loving must also be communicating.  To help us communicate, under the direction of Maureen Joseph, we have greatly developed the parish website.  How many of us have had the chance to use it?  The address is on the top of the parish bulletin.
Hopefully going forward, we will all find the parish website an easy place to communicate and coordinate our parish activities.  For example, the Pastoral Council plans to use the website to post the monthly minutes of our meetings with Fr. Bob.  Speaking of the Pastoral Council, our task is not deliberative, but consultative and advisory to the pastor.  We will be most effective if we know what you are thinking and doing that relates to our parish life.

During the week, parish life goes on. Gwen Wilhelm and Margaret Pratt, our parish office manager and parish secretary, are the face of the parish. We are grateful for the caring and friendly manner in which Gwen and Margaret solve the problems, make the connections and, in general, “herding the cats” of the 101 activities of the parish. 

Communication also occurs in those many functions that are wonderful blend of social events and parish support, such as the Mardi Gras, International Pot Luck Dinner, Winterfest and, of course, the steady presence of the Knights of Columbus. 
Speaking of steady presence, Patricia Sullivan has been Director of our Pre-School since 1992 and currently enrolls about 60 three and four year old children.  Pat’s steady presence has also been flexible as she adapted the Pre-School to the changing trends in pre-school education. 

To walk humbly before our God
Walking humbly before our God means living in an awareness of God’s presence in our lives. In addition to the many prayer ministries in our parish, this awareness is fostered in the Religious Education Program under the tireless leadership of Maureen Joseph.  Permit me some numbers:

We have roughly 300 students – 300!!!! - in the Religious Ed Program
We have 17 families registered for the People of Faith Family Program and 14 families registered for the RCIA for Children. All tolled we have 41 Catechists and about 20 Catechists' Aids.
One of the most innovative programs is the People of Faith Family Program.  Children, parents and, yes, even grandparents learning about their Faith together. Go to the parish website for more information. 
Our Youth Ministry, under the wise, loving and energetic leadership of Helene Stever is truly one of the best in the Archdiocese. The Program truly lives its mission statement: 


“… to empower youth to embrace their catholic faith and to live as
disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today by drawing them to
responsible participation in the life, mission and work of the faith
community.”

We have about 250 youth in grades 6 through 12 and 65 adult leaders that participate in youth ministry activities throughout the year.  Every Sunday the bulletin invites our youth to participate in faith formation gatherings, retreats, spiritual activities, social justice outreach, service projects & workcamps, youth leadership opportunities, CYO athletics, Scouts, Youth Mass and Middle School Social Events.

Helene told me that "Build it, they will come" has become the reality for the Resurrection Youth Center, a large room in the Parish Life Center. She said,

“In the complexity of today's world the youth center has become a safe and peaceful place for our youth. The youth have the opportunity to get to know each other, encounter Christ together while also becoming an integral part of the community.” 
We are very, very grateful for Helene’s ministry with our youth.

Mention of the Parish Life Center and all the varied ministries and activities at Resurrection raises the adult question of fiscal resources.  

What, then, about money?  This will be addressed in a minute by Kelly Ryan, Chairman of our Finance Committee. Not to steal his message, but I’ve heard he has good news and bad news.  The good news is that the parish has plenty of money; the bad news is that is it all in our pockets. 

How are we doing?  I am not asking how the parish finances are doing…as part of holding up the mirror, I am asking how we are doing in terms of assuming a mature responsibility for the operations and capital expenses of Resurrection Parish.

Let me begin with some numbers.

“We are approximately 4100 persons living in 1700 households.  On a typical Sunday 40% of our households have family members at Mass. Thirty percent of us use envelopes, personal checks or auto-deduction from our banks to support the parish.  This 30 percent of us contributes 77% of the weekly offertory collection.  Seventy percent of us put cash in the collection basket and we contribute 23 percent of the offertory collection.

While personal financial circumstances vary – and this is a parish that recalls the story Jesus told about the widow’s mite – in general giving via envelopes, checks or auto-deduction is associated with higher levels of support. The personal question each of us should ask is, “According to my financial situation, does my level of contributing to the parish reflect a mature responsibility for the operations and capital expenses of Resurrection parish?”

Conclusion 
Before turning the report over to Kelly, I’d like to conclude with an incident that happened to Fr. Bob recently.

Visiting a parish family, Father Bob was greeted by the family’s 4 y.o. boy as he entered the home, “Hi, you go to my Church!”  Fr. Bob responded, “You come to my Church…”

- “No, it’s my Church”
Reflection:


Granted the primary narcissism of a 4 y.o.’s, “It’s MY church” in which the whole world is an extension of self, nevertheless, isn’t it a shame that so many of us loose all of the sense of ownership of the church as we “mature”.  As we age, it becomes “Father’s” church which we attend.  We are not denying roles within the parish, but Christian maturity should be a transformation from the childlike, “It is my church to the adult “it is our church” with all the adult responsibilities sharing talents and treasure connected with ownership.  
As members of the same parish, we have cast our lots together to experience what it means to be Catholic Christians.  We are responsible to help each other act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly before our God.  Let us do this together in our parish community.  
Peter J. Fagan
President, Resurrection Pastoral Council
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